which had not been there the night before. Presently
a man's hand appeared from below, and soon after
that there was a fall of earth which proved that the
enemy had undermined the road to within six feet
of the palisade5 the gallery had evidently been dug
too near the surface and the heavy rains had
broken down the roof. The countermine that had
already been begun was pushed on as fast as possible,
while the riflemen on the roof of the Brigade Mess
directed a steady fire into the opening. In the after-
noon, however, the enemy contrived to cover up the
sap with boards, and Captain Fulton decided to make
a sortie and blow the whole thing up. He took an
empty pillowcase to Second Lieutenant Bonham,
who was in charge of the 8-inch mortars by the
Cawnpore battery, and asked him to fill it up with
powder; but Bonham suggested that they should
try what could be done with a shell before risking
valuable lives outside the defences. Fulton agreed.
A mortar was brought up and lined on the enemy's
working, which was so close to the defences that the
piece had to be laid at an almost vertical elevation;
indeed there was a risk that if the charge of powder
were too small the shell might burst inside the
position. Bonham began by firing over the mark,
and after three or four rounds, the charge being
slightly reduced each time, he lobbed a shell right
into the gallery, which was so much damaged that
the enemy gave it up.
On the same day a small Indian boy was captured
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